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SELECTIONS FEOM THE CORRESPONDENCE 
BETWEEN HUGH ROBERTS AND BENJA- 
MIN FRANKLIN. 

The following selections from the correspondence of Hugh Roberts 
of Philadelphia, with his friend Benjamin Franklin, while the latter 
was in Europe, are from the valuable collection of manuscripts pre- 
sented by the late Charles Morton Smith to the Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania. 

My worthy frd Ben. 

If I was to attempt an Excuse for my delay of writ- 
ing, 'twould be, that no pson can reasonably expect 
me to undertake a new employ at these advanced years, 
for I have not held an Epistolary Correspondence with 
any, nor has it fell in my way to write three letters 
of this Kind in my Life where Friendship was the only 
motive; but as I am convinced y* no excuse can justly 
extenuate the omission therefore that thy Censure may 
fall feather-edged, I confess myself guilty of a neglect 
I could scarce pardon in another, nor hope it from any 
but one of thy generous Temper. 

Thy late indisposition allarm'd thy Friends as the 
news of thy recovery gave new Life in proportion 
(when I say thy Frds I mean every Freeman in the 
province, for thou hast the happiness to have no Ene- 
mies but what arise from Envy or a Servile depen- 
dance, and they are few among us) And if I have any 
Interest w tt thee let me entreat that thou would Study 
to preserve the Health w " is of so much consequence 
to thy Frds Relatives & Country. 

I sometimes Visit thy small Family where renewing 
the remembrance of thy presence and hearing some 
Ace' of thy welfare gives a fresh and Lively joy. 

Thou must not expect much information of our pub- 
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lie affairs frm one who never inquires concerning the 
fluctuating News of the day, for as I am convinced I 
can be of little service, find most peace of mind in a 
disengagement but will just observe that the confining 
Smith & Moor, employed the time of the trifling Emis- 
saries ab* this City, but the proceedings of the As- 
sembly therein has had the happy effect to make the 
Scots Clan who were very public in their Clamours 
against the Conduct of the House, now communicate 
their thoughts to each other in whispers under the 
Thistle. 

Since they find the Eepresentatives claim some right 
to their motto — Nemo me impune Laussit. 

I believe the general Treaty of Peace with the In- 
dians will have a happy effect unless the proprietary 
Brokers should be determined to resq all for to retrieve 
his Eeputation tho I believe there's scarce a man of 
them but what thinks with me that his avarice has long 
since eclipsed that Glory, and yet to support their de- 
signs they Labour to Spin Threads which are too fine 
to bear any weight. 

The Hospital near the time of closing the Acco* 3 with 
the Tradesmen was almost out of Credit but now re- 
vives w a fresh Vigor, partly by the Gentlemen who 
sign'd the late Bills of Credit continuing their addi- 
tional Labours for that service and I believe but few 
good & Charitable Institutions have failed of a support 
where Harmony remain 'd among the managers and 
party views were discouraged, I have been obliged to 
apply to thy good wife to make 150 wafers for the 
Seal, and when I inform 'd her, that I had fix'd them 
all & that each would produce at least Ten pounds she 
acknowledged full satisfaction — but to prevent my 
giving her the trouble again please to send me a Box 
of good wafers near 2 Inches diameter, note they 
should be thickest in the middle as the Inscription is 
deepest there. 
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I cannot give any particular acco* of the old junto, 
for I have not been there since thy departure nor is 
it agreable to meet where one must be under a con- 
tinued restraint ; for what I might call reason grounded 
on freedom, would be deem'd petulance or a turbulent 
disposition the major not attending to anything that 
deviates from the last prevailing Eules they have had 
the imaginary happiness to receive from their feeble 
Dictator — who still remains their premium mobilly vel 
primum mob ille and they doubt everything but what 
springs from that Fountain, so that they appear all- 
most degenerated into a state of SEPTY cism tho I 
would not EOB hison [sic] nor the son of any man 
living to explain my thoughts where nature readily 
dictates, aided by the early example — and for this lat- 
ter freedom I have less occasion to ask pardon when 
I consider the Gentleman to whom I scribble has some- 
times slept in the same way, Our old Frd W m Parsons 
has departed this Life and its said has bequeathed 
more than his Estate (and Left the remainder for sup- 
port of his wife and Children) to raise a Fame after 
Death which he had the unhappiness to fail of gaining 
in the Conduct of Life. 

Stephen Potts is also lately deceas 'd at a small pub- 
lick House or rather Ordinary he kept near the soldiers 
Barracks, and when I consider the unhappy exit of 
some of our old members, I am convinced that a little 
speculative knowledge on various Subjects 'tho it tends 
to give a short elevation & some small esteem with a 
part of mankind, does not essentially contribute to 
happiness or even the prospect of it, but after all our 
deepest searches into matters that do not amount to 
a certainty nor produce real Tranquility; we must 
confess that a Steady conduct and well established 
habits of real wisdom & virtue with an humble depen- 
dance on the Omnipotent Euler of the universe, fixes 
our multiform Ideas on the surest Basis — I should 

Vol. XXXVIII.— 19 
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have been pleas 'd to have rec'd any Orders at thy de- 
parture or since, wherin I could ha' done thee or thine 
any service and as I know 'twould have given me a 
pleasure, 'tis but reasonable to confer it on my Frd 
when in my power therefore I intend fr my next to fa- 
vour thee with orders to purchase a few Books. 

I have had less leasure of late than in many years 
past tho I expected as age advanced to have enjoy 'd 
more, but find the removal from my own Business like 
jumping from Earth into water that closely surrounds 
one again — but my psent confinem* has been chiefly oc- 
casion 'd by my son George's sickness who was sud- 
denly attack 'd early this spring w th what the physi- 
cians call a Kheumatic Fever but he now makes slow 
advances toward a Becovery. 

Our frd Philip Syng has lately lost his Steady & 
valuable son John who by poking into a Kitchen Sink 
with a stick in one hand & holding a Candle in the other 
the Vapour ascending, instantly took fire and burnt 
or penetrated him to such a degree as in a few days 
to deprive him of his Senses and Life. 

I wish thy son Billy every improvem* and advantage 
in this Embassy that a Close application to Business 
could possably produce and if I was to undertake the 
Admonition of Youth, part of my advice would be to 
endeavour to Choose those enjoym 18 that admit of a 
tranquil reflection and that when they are inclined to 
be merry, be this always annex 'd, to be merry and wise, 

from thy old Friend 
1 st June 1758 Philad*. * H. Eoberts. 

My D r Friend 

I am convinc'd thou thinks it a duty to pay those 
debts, custom as well as friendship has introduced, in 
answering Epistles from thy numerous set of acquaint- 
ance; and tho' thou are bless 'd with a large Stock yet 
the great demands on thee must engage a considerable 
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part of that Time which thou art endeavour 'g to em- 
ploy in promoting a General Benefit. 

Then if there should be any merit in lessning those 
demands, I have been entitled to as great a Share as 
any one of thy real Frds, either in Europe or America, 
Some people here enquire, do you know what B. F. is 
doing, we hear so little of his proceedings? these are 
such who are seldom satisfied without a Tumult or a 
Fray; and put me in mind that when we received the 
important news, that General Forbes by his prudent 
advances caused the French to retreat from Fort du 
Quisne, some of these people appeared gloomy and 
shew'd no marks of rejoycing, because it was a Cam- 
paign compleated without the Horrors of a Battle, 
Eavage & Bloodshed. 

Thy friends here really wish to have a sight of thee, 
and thou almost stands singular in this, that those who 
are not so, would be extreamly pleased at thy return — 
but since thy psence is indivisible we must rest as con- 
tent as possible, who know thou cannot be absent from 
contributing to the real service of mankind wherever 
thou art placed by Providence — yet I have sometimes 
considered the station of thy Debby and Sally who 
ardently wish for thee and are in p* deprived of so 
great a blessing; but from all my observations (and 
I frequently visit them) they bear thy long absence 
with a more Chearfull and Christian Spirit than could 
be expected ; and Sally appears to be a discreet young 
woman. 

Thy Wafers thou sent have been of great service 
to the Hospital which hath lately received some con- 
siderable donations, and altho it struggles under the 
want of a sufficient Fund for support, yet by the lib- 
erality of the people 2 or 300£ a year hath been added 
to make up the deficiency and I wish it was prudent 
and possible to endeavour to prevail on some of the 
good people in England to contribute to its Capital. 
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I know thy earnest desire for its promotion, but this 
I also know, yonr great men are not often Tenants 
nor form'd for prosecuting the humble employment of 
Begging, to advantage. 

The fine painting on the Birmingham Tile thou sent 
was a great curiosity and I had set in a neat frame 
altho before it came to hand, we red it a File, which 
may be readily excused considering my employ, and its 
coming from an Iron Country. 

I have endeavour 'd to gain some knowledge of our 
Indian affairs and from all my observations, am of 
opinion the only way of treating with success, is by a 
manly freedom ever attended w th integrity of Heart, 
and that using cunning or Temporising with them will 
have no better effect than on European military power ; 
and that many Gentlemen who might make a consid- 
erable figure at Westminster Hall, would appear but 
feble managers at an Indian Conference. 

Pursuant to thy Order I have 2 or 3 times revisited 
the ancient Junto, (Gentlemen for whom I have a great 
esteem) and I found some relaxation from the anxiety 
which attends business, yet I cannot say that the va- 
riety of trivial Chat (to which I am also inclin'd) af- 
fords satisfaction when under restraint so that in some 
respects there must be a union of thought and affec- 
tion to make Company altogether agreable and the 
hours glide with ease and pleasure. 

'Twas with great anxiety I heard of a late attack 
against thee by a malignant Fever and wish thou would 
endeavour to purge off the relict of every disorder that 
might contribute to lessen that chearfullness of heart 
w tt which thou hast been long & happily distinguish 'd, 
and then we shall not be concern 'd whatever Dregs 
remain, if none are worse in their Consequences than 
those that have appear 'd in thee from the early im- 
pressions of P — b tn g. 

The Politicks of our Gentlemen allied w tt "a certain 
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northern Climate" are now here at a low Ebb, and 
much the greater part of the people think right i e 
always as we do, and altho Smith has gain'd on the 
rapid credulity of some of your Pr-la-t-e-1 Order, yet 
with men who do not aim at ingrossing of power he 
remains as Contemptable as ever and is shun'd by 
many of those who formerly appeared some of his 
greatest advocates; but I believe his vacation from 
scribbling at psent arise from the cautious manner of 

our G r's conduct, since his last arrival among us. 

Dr Frd. 

I hope thou will't receive the preceding variety of 
short Notes by the hands of my son George, who as 
far as a Parent can see is a Lad of a steady behavour 
and has always been an obedient Child, his intention 
is to gain some further knowledge of the Iron Manu- 
factories in England, and I think a few of thy usefull 
hints respecting his conduct and journeys thro that 
Country might be of particular Service, and if I was 
to say 'twould lay me under an additional obligation, 
it must appear too much like a compliment to a gentle- 
man whose Time seems aloted to the service of the psent 
and succeeding Ages, And therefore in some similitude 
of the freedom of a former Address in which thou wast 
concern 'd I am of opinion a small share of that time 
is the right of (give my kind respects to Billy) thy old 
Friend, 
Philad-15:5-:1760. Hugh Eoberts. 

Dear Friend, 

Early tomorrow morning I intend for Chester where 
I have not been since thy departure and when I consid- 
ered that was the last place I saw thee, I was spurr'd 
to Duty and must write ; 

Imprimis — I frequently visit thy little Family — thy 
wife and daughter Sally are well, but not quite setled 
in the new House. 
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My intended journey to Chester is to accompany my 
worthy Frd Samuel Neave who embarks from thence 
to visit his near relations in England, his great integ- 
rity of the course of 30 years, has gained the Esteem 
of every honest man among us, and tho' at times his 
warmth in censuring our Clandestine and prohibited 
Trade, has not obtain 'd the approbation of all yet with 
high repute in the mercantile way he has gain'd a 
plentifull Fortune & with that uprightness of heart, 
that if generally followed would have caused the Char- 
acters of our Penns a Traders to have stood in a much 
fairer view at psent, with our masters in England, and 
distinguish 'd us from the illicit Traders on the Conti- 
nent of America — when I shall hear that you, two of 
my honest hearted Friends have met, tho' on the re- 
motest part of the Globe, twill give me joy. 

As to our contentious affairs thine and the Govern- 
ments Enemies, Enemies to that Truth which includes 
every Virtue, are in a decline their Flame is expired, 
& no more than a feeble offensive smoke remains that 
has not strength enough to convey Fire and altho' thy 
cool reasons delivered with Truth and Energy, ap- 
pear 'd to make little impression on them, they are 
foil'd, nay drubb'd with weapons, shall I say better 
adapted to their Genius? and much keener than their 
own: So that the false names of the Dove and the 
Ewe-in every appearance now show the Vulture and 
Wolf — the Notes of the black-Smith and All-in-song 
united are become feeble; and their Countenances 
fallen as if they had no other prospect than to be All- 
enterred with their really dejected Patron — Excuse 
this Flight. 

I sometimes Visit the worthy remains of the Ancient 
Junto for whom I have a high Esteem, but alas the 
political-polemical discusions have in some measure 
contributed to lessen the Harmony we there formerly 
enjoy 'd. In a late pamphlet called an Address, the 
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authors have portray 'd a Quondam frd of ours, in such, 
strong Lines, that no pson, to whom the Man is known 
on this side the Atlantic, is at a Loss een at first View : 
yet from any description I could give, perhaps thou 
would be ready to ask who Isse, they have pictured 
with an air of Contempt. He is a pson that has been 
long accustomed to an outward appearance of humility 
and under that Cloak Sheaths many pernicious points, 
which I think he could not do under any other & is it 
riot sufficient to give an honest Mind an high an ex- 
alted Idea of Eeligion and Virtue, that some of the 
most Cunning and meanest part of Mankind deem it 
the best Skreen for their Conduct. 

However my D r Frd I think by this time many more 
are convinced of the sincerity of thy Intentions, and 
tho some weak politicians & mad Zealots have not 
Candor enough to acknowledge it, I hope thou wilt 
ever stand above the reach of their Malice and if they 
should continue to endeavour to depress thee by Cal- 
umny : I believe thy Integer Vita will be thy preserva- 
tion, and Eclipse their Tinsell'd Glory 

when I began to Scribble twas with some reluctance 
but once engaged, I scarce know when to bid thee 
Adieu. 

thy real frd 
Philad a May 20, 1765. Hugh Eoberts. 

p r Samuel Neave. 

London, Aug*. 9. 1765 
Dear Friend, 

I wrote you lately the 20 Guineas was demanded by 
Kirk for engraving the Hospital Seal. I have since 
found a Man who will undertake it for 10, but I sup- 
pose will hardly do it so well. Let me know your Senti- 
ments of this Expense. 

A Friend in Paris has requested me to procure him 
two of our Pensilvania Fire Places. I wish you could 
get me a Couple of those that were cast by our Friend 
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Grace, when the moulds were good and send them p r 
next Ship. Mrs. Franklin will pay for them. As many 
People laid them aside, I hope this will not be difficult. 

I thank you for your Friendly Visits to my little 
Family, which I beg you would continue, and give your 
Advice about the Finishing my Habitation, where I 
long to be, but cannot yet for sometime. 

Adieu, my dear Friend, & believe me 

Yours Affectionately 
Mr. H. Eoberts. B. Franklin. 

Philad a 12 October 1765. 
Dear Friend B. F. 

I have thy favour of the 7 July and as every Sen- 
tence that I see from under thy hand gives me pleasure, 
the receiving y r short Epistle increased the joy, & I 
should have been pleased to have seen one pun in ye 
Letter, not that I wish to be further instructed therein 
by my original Tutor but for the reason thou mentioned 
that I might have been convinced thou dost not suffer 
thy former vivacity of Spirits to droop rather too 
low — which I hope will revive a little by the acco* of 
our late proceeding in Election — but notwithstand* our 
old adversaries have made tryal of every new invented 
Fraud & falshood their inveterate hearts could suggest 
(and I must acknowledge my mistake in supposing they 
had not life remaining sufficient to convey Fire, 'tis 
evident they alternately Smoke and Stink, then revive 
and flash like a dying Taper) they have not been able 
to carry one point 

for the Chester County Members remain the same 

Bucks ' ' are all our Friends 

Lancaster has turned out that sycophant 

J. Saunders and placed a better man in 

his room 

and in our County we have also gained every Man and 

exceeded our Enemies about 500 Votes on an Average. 

James Pemberton was put up for a Burgess ag 3 * their 
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City Champion G. Bryan and on examining the Votes 
they appeared Equal; the Inspectors did not under- 
take to reexamine but agreed to Seal up the Boxes and 
deliver them over to the next setting of Assembly and 
I think that 6 of the late 10 Calumniating protestors 
have now no right to sit in the House. I have not en- 
gaged so closely at any Election for many years past 
thereof. It was much greater than any preceeding and 
continued many days : whenever I found my Spirits to 
droop a little, the revival of the apprehensions of the 
fatal consequences that might ensue and their deter- 
min'd resolution to cast on thee all the reproach in 
their power Spurr'd me on to the most diligent Appli- 
cation and I never omitted contending with the Leaders 
of our Enemies whenever there was any prospect of 
advantage and tho in the Course of many days pro- 
ceeding we were obliged to receive uncivil treatment 
from the [torn] who, in the Language of Job 'we 
should have destain'd to have set with the Dogs of our 
Flock,' yet patients and Industry gain'd the point we 
aim'd at. I need not give a more minute acco* since 
I know some of thy numerous Frds will transmit thee 
every particular relating to this and our commotions 
in General. 

I am sorry thou hast not been able to find an 
Engraver to Cut the Seal on more reasonable Terms 
than those thou mentioned — had I been there I should 
had no dependence on Kirk but applied to some more 
benevolent Friend who after he had cheerfully per- 
form 'd the Work would have patiently waited for the 
Hospital pay for the Major part of it — however I leave 
it entirely to thy Judgm'. 

The remaining members of the good old Junto ad- 
journed during the warm and short Ev'nings and are 
now endeavouring to find a House for their and thy 
reception where we may sit with more satisfaction than 
of late. 
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I continue my Visits in my way to thy Family — thy 
wife is well and daughter Sally at Burlington. 

If thou hast an Opportunity give my kind respects 
to my worthy Frd Sam 1 Neave, he is not readily ac- 
quainted yet, when known his integrity of heart would 
attract the regard of every honest Mind tho engaged 
in a different scene of Life. 

My time has been much employ 'd the Summer in 
building a House at Eichmond (alias Point no Point) 
and if I should ever have the happiness of enjoying 
thy Comp there with a few of our Old honest hearted 
Friends 'twill be a full reward for the trouble I have 
taken in repeatedly retiring from the hurry of Business 
— to which place I am just going and at present bid 
thee Adieu 

thy very affectionate Frd 

Hugh Boberts. 
p r Captn Friend. 

Dear Friend, 

I am favoured with thy short Epistle of Aug* 9 th and 
when I considered the lesser demand thou mentions 
for Cutting a Seal was ten Guineas and the little pros- 
pect there is of our fixing it for a donation again (un- 
less that pernicious Stamp Act is Bepealed or Miti- 
gated which is likely to subvert good neighbourhood 
Charity and Benevolence thro' the Continent) I think 
it advisable at psent to decline laying out money for 
a Seal and if it was intended by that Act that every 
donation should pay 40/ Sterling, wh sum in these 
times of general scarcity of money here: would be 
deem'd an acceptable Gift to our Hospital, does it 
not strike blind-fold at the foundation of the Only pub- 
lic Charitable Institution on the Continent of America. 

"Thy request of procuring 2 Pens a Fire Places cast 
when Bobert Grace's Moulds were good," is a little 
uncertain which of the sorts thou intended, whether 
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the first impression such as P Syng & I had or that 
"with the Sun in front and Air Box, both of which are 
much out of use, and tho' many have been laid aside 
I find on enquiry y* some parts of the plates have been 
apply 'd for Backs or hearths of Chimneys or othe 
Jobs, that I have not found a second hand one Com- 
pleat. 

John Potts 's Family have some with the sun in 
front & the Smoak to pass thro a long narrow Vacancy 
in the lower part of the Back instead of the Bottom 
(without an air Box) which may be had, one size £5 
one at £6 but I shall not venture to send either this 
Fall & there will be time to give certain Orders before 
another. 

In my letter to thee of Octob 12 p r Capt Friend I 
gave some acco* of the proceedings at our late County 
& City Elections and the latter appearing equal in 
Votes occasion 'd our Assembly to recomend a new City 
Election which caused a repetion of our former Con- 
troversies ; as each party was of Opin 11 they could gain 
one Vote but on Tryal and our more than comon dili- 
gence our opponents were distanced 171 Votes which 
has contributed to lower their Spirits and I hope will 
be a discouragement against a future attempt: yet I 
know they will not omit to wrack their inventions to 
gain on the Credulity of their dependants, tho most 
of their falshoods prove Abortive or continue Life but 
a few days. 

I am sorry to observe that some of thy former inti- 
mates who really have Merit and I believe are of opin- 
ion with me that thou wilt never forfeit thy wonted 
Integrity for all the false Glory in Life yet such is 
their unhappiness and Connections with the Vulgar 
Great that influenced alternately by hopes and Fears 
they want fortitude of mind to execute the dictates of 
their Own Consciences. 

Is it possible that men abounding with all the neces- 



300 Correspondence of Roberts and Franklin. 

saries of Life can flatter or Cringe to gratifie little 
impulses of Ambition and gain imaginary applause. 
No if endued w th a small degree of my Spirit for I 
think his Condition who enjoys affluence & releases any 
share [of] his reason & honestly to purchase Fame is 
more contemptable than the most abject Patient in our 
Hospital and deserves less Pity. 

I know my native warmth has the appearance of 
imprudence in the View of some in high Life. Its not 
on those our happiness depends but in acting consis- 
tant with our judgement in the Cool of the day, from 
which its a Crime to deviate when Truth and the free- 
dom of our Country is at Stake. My Dear Friend keep 
up thy Spirits for thou has yet a numerous set of ad- 
vocates who dare to speake their Sentiments w th free- 
dom & vindicate thy Conduct amongst whom many 
more capable none more sincere than thy real Frd 

Hugh Boberts. 
27:ll mo :1765 

Thy wife and daughter Sally are well. Please to 
give my kind respects to my worthy Frd S. N. 

My dear friend B. F. 

On revival of the memory of the many agreeable 
hours I have passed in thy company; Joys of an 
elevating kind arise and make them appear in pros- 
pect: Yet to consider the length of time elapsed, it 
seems as if we had lived in a distant age, and arisen 
to take a View of succeeding generations, where but 
little of the former appearances remain, or make any 
legible impression, for I frequently pass the length of 
a street without seeing a person with whom I have 
any acquaintance; for our old friends are mostly de- 
parted ; very few remain here but S. Ehoads with whom 
I yet spend some agreeable hours and often make thee 
our highly esteemed friend, the pleasing subject of our 
conversation. I sometimes visit thy daughter Sally 
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with her fine children, where, in thy late place of abode 
many things around, renew a lively impression of my 
worthy friend B. F. My former labours in the build- 
ing, planting & Gardening way, begin to appear as 
Solomon has truely described, to be Vanity, and no 
other conduct will give so firm a hope, as seeking that 
Wisdom which comes from above. I expect thou wilt 
receive this by the hands of George Fox, a young man 
of our neighbourhood, of good abilities and literature, 
who now embarks for France, and I think intends to 
endeavour to improve in the study of Physic &c. ; and 
if it should fall in thy way to impart to him some use- 
ful hints for his Conduct in a strange Land, I shall 
accept it as a favour and they may contribute to stimu- 
late his Spirits to worthy Actions, when noticed by a 
Gentleman so much remarkt for a truely beneficent 
mind. 

I remain with the greatest esteem for thee & thine, 

Hugh Roberts. 

Philad a 29 th 4 mo. 1780. 



